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












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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO PARISHIONERS 
God’s Given Gifts 

It is the time of the year that we look back to reflect 
on what God has done in our life to give our gratitude to the 
Lord and to those who have been instrumental for the 
changes in our life. 

Looking back on your life, I believe there have 
been moments that you wonder you were going to make it 
through to the year. It is also confident that some people sat 
on this pew who are no longer with us, but whatever 
misfortune and frustrations came our way we know one 
thing, that we are alive and blessed by God to be alive. 
  I am grateful to God for blessing me with 
Parishioners like you, with a high spirit of volunteerism, the 
dynamic Parish and Finance Council, the hard-working 
staff and marvelous groups of individuals who step in to 
help here and there. Working hard with various ideas of 
fundraising. Occasionally, of course, some will get on my 
nerves, but they too are a blessing, Praise God.  

Thank you, my parishioners, on your excellent 
spirit of community, in living together as a family, your 
spirit of given financially and in kind. I am aware that not 
all of us can provide those substantial amounts, but I know 
for sure we all can give, and every dollar counts. 
Remember what the second book of Samuel says, “I will 
not offer to God which cost me nothing” (24:24) and keep 
in mind what St. Paul told the church in Corinth. “Each 
man (person) should give what he has decided in his heart 
to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for the Lord 
loves a cheerful giver.” (2Cor.9:7). I encourage all of you to 
do the best that you can to support our Regional Parishes. 
In the coming year St. Mary’s will continue to contemplate 
on how to paint the inside of the church while St. Benedict 
is thinking about replacing some their air and heat units, 
growing their numbers and finances. Yes, there is 
something each time, but God has been good to us, and we 
are grateful to him. 
 

My gratitude will not be complete without thanking 
the Organizations, Foundations, other parishes and 
churches, the individuals outside our congregations who 
have helped make our school become a school of 
excellence. This year all 17 students made it through the 
Third Grade Reading Guarantee test and were promoted to 
the fourth. To all of you out there I say thank you. You are 
indeed a blessing to me and the entire parish. I appreciate 
you sharing with us God’s given gift.   

We continue to contemplate on our faith journey, as 
a Region, parish and individually. We continue to 
collaborate with parishes of Region one in our deanery. I 
will like you at this Christmas to think about what God has 
done for you through others, as an individual or a family, 
pray about this gift(s) and reflect on how best you can share 
this God-given gift with others and with God. As you were 
opening the boxes and Parcells under the Christmas tree, 
did you think about what you have for God under the tree? 

As we celebrate this Feast of the Holy Family 
another way of being thankful to God is to keep in mind 
those who are raising their children in a difficult situation 
remembering that God was once a refugee. Today’s 
readings reveal to us that in the midst of all trials, the Holy 
Family maintained their bond of unity. Can we learn from 
their examples in the scripture readings today? 

I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
Good New Year! 
 

 
REGION ONE LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

[SA] St. Augustine [SB] St. Benedict [SM] St. Mary   
Mon Jan 1 Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
  9:30am [SB] Parishioners of Region One 
Fri Jan 5 8am [SM] SM Parishioners 
Sat. Jan 6 4:30pm [SM] Fred Sonny Spang 

4:30pm [SB] SB Parishioners 

Sun. Jan 7 The Epiphany of the Lord 
7am [SM] Spanish Mass 
8:15am [SA] Jim Driscoll 
9:45am [SM] Raleigh Parker, Carolyn Wahrer 

11am [SB] SB Parishioners 
THIS WEEK'S EVENTS PASTORAL REGION ONE: 

[SA] St. Augustine [SB] St. Benedict; [SM] St. Mary 
Mon 1/1 PARISH OFFICES CLOSED 
Sun 1/7  Coffee & Donuts 10:45am SMC 
  Bible Study 10:45am SMC 
  St. Ann’s mtg. 10:45am SMC 
 
 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS Dec 24 & Christmas 
Collection figures will be in next week’s bulletin. 
ST. AUGUSTINE: $ 
ST. BENEDICT: $ 
ST. MARY: $ 

 



Feast of the Holy Family 

PRAY FOR OUR PARISH 
MILITARY MEMBERS 

 
TSgt Timothy Scott Marcum, USAF; SSgt Justin Bentley, 
USAF; SrA Matthew Bauer, USAF; CPT Brian Hargis, US 
Army; SSG Lynn Jones, US Army; Saundra Ann Morrell, 
USN; Ronald Morrell Pruitt, US Army, Capt. Andrew J. 
Konicki, USMC.; SSgt Christopher DeWitt, USAF, Sgt 
Alex Zavakas, US Army, US Army; PFC Michael V. 
Jackson, US Army, PVT Corey Taylor, US Army, Com. 
Ryan Jonathan Logan, USN, SGT Stephanie Lewis, US 
Army, SrA Candice Smith, USAF, EOD3 Aaron R. Gorby, 
USN; Davion A. Redd, USCG, Pvt Jacob Deis, USMC, 
SSgt Jennifer Wagner, USAF, LCpl Jacob Deis, USMC, 
Dwight Stout GM1, USN. 

PRAY FOR OUR BELOVED SICK of SB 
 In our prayers, let us remember those in need of the 
Lord’s healing mercy, especially: Andrew Lewis, Jackie 
Bristow, Brenda Lewis, Mae Wilkerson, Kenneth Bronston, 
Zadie Buckner, Mary Helen Spanish, Valerie Smith, Phyllis 
Coley, Lora Singleton, Jessie Campbell, Betty Jones, Pat Bell, 
Janis Lowery, Myrtle Truitt, Susie Roberts, Bobbie Caldwell, 
Marilyn Armstrong, Angelina Martin, Ralph Reid, Clark 
Taylor, Nancy Green, Gregory Webster, Sr., Robert Florence, 
Laura. Hayes. 

 
IN THE NURSING HOME/ASSISTED LIVING 

FROM ST. BENEDICT AND ST. MARY PARISHES 
             Eddie Weaver        Mary Scott 

Mary Paschal        Southbrook Care Center 
Artie Oliver        Mercy Sienna  
Roberta Hickman       Heartland of Kettering 
 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP IN OUR PARISHES 
A “Hearty Welcome” to all new members.  Please 

call the church offices 268-6697 (St. Benedict) 256-5633 
(St. Mary) or 855-2289 (St. Augustine) to register.  Please 
notify the offices when moving or of any change in address. 
This will help us update our census information. 

 
 
 

 
ST. BENEDICT MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

JAN. 7 – THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
1st Reader, 2nd Reader, Petitions, Ushers: Youth Group 

Extraordinary Ministers – Juanita Newell, Kathy Garrison, 
Mary O’Basuyi, Derek Arnold(R); Robin Craft-Bell, Janice 
Allen, Susan Smith, Emmett Orr, Victor O’Basuyi(L) 

 

ST. AUGUSTINE MINISTRY SCHEDULE  
Jan 7 Lectors: Children’s Mass 
Eucharistic Ministers: Ken Stewart, Randy & Marie Klotz, 
Stephanie Tozzi, Liz Miller, Jim Adkins, Fran Delegato, Patrick 
Barnett 

Ushers & Greeters: Ray Metzger, Tim Pheiffer, Don Hoog 

Servers: Claire Barnett, Case Kozarec, Micah Valenti 
 

ST. MARY MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
Jan 6 4:30pm 
     [S] Patty Stevens 
     [L] Karen Weller, Mary Galloway 
     [E] Phil & Bonnie Doepker, Gordon & Mary Galloway,  

 
Jan 7 9:45am 
     [S] Mark Bruggeman 
     [L] Julie Moorman, Sally Obach 
     [E] Doug Keller, Imelda Cardano, Laura Woeste, 
Patrick Servé, Fran Roderer, Sharon Walker, Darlene 
Kinney 
 

TAKE TEN & CONNECT 
With God & With Others Your Faith & Daily Life 

Spend 10 minutes reflecting on God’s Word 
Next Sunday’s scripture: Isaiah 60: 1-6 

Ephesians 3: 2-3, 5-6: Matthew 2: 1-12 

 What helps you stay focused on God’s presence in 
everyday situations where God is usually not 
mentioned? 
 From your experience, when have you come to 
appreciate people you used to pass by or not notice? 
 Who or what on your journey has helped you to 

know and understand Jesus and his message better. 
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ST. AUGUSTINE PARISH NEWS 
 

HOMILY REVIEW TEAM. 
Deacon Ken is looking for four people to join the 

Homily Review Team.  We meet once a month on the first 
Sunday at 6 PM at St. Augustine.  If you have questions or 
would like to join the team contact Deacon Ken 
at KRStewart@woh.rr.com. 

 
ST. BENEDICT PARISH NEWS 

 
THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU 

 The Staff and Students of St. Benedict the Moor 
School wish to thank the parishioners of Region 1 for all 
their support this past year.  They wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

ST. MARY PARISH NEWS 
ST. MARY PARISH PICTORIAL 

 St. Mary will be putting together a new pic-
torial directory of our parishioners.  We are asking for vol-
unteers who would be willing to work on this project.  We 
can’t do it without your assistance.   

 If you are interested, please call Mark 
Bruggeman at the parish offices 937-256-5633. 

 

2018 MASS INTENTIONS 
 We are now accepting Mass intentions for 

2018.  If you would like to remember your loved ones at 
Mass at St. Mary, please call the office (256-5633) or send 
an email stmaryparish@stmarydayton.org or drop your re-
quests in the weekly collection. 

 Please remember that you MUST give 2 
weeks advance notice for your dates.  We will do the best 
we can to schedule your requests on the date/s requested.  
The stipend for a Mass is $5.00. 

 
SM COOKIE PICTURES 

Did you get a St. Mary Cookie Cutter?  We are 
looking for your St. Mary's cookie photos to be posted on 
the website.  Please submit your photos to stmarypar-
ish@stmarydayton.org. 

 

 
2018 COLLECTION ENVELOPES 

Your 2018 collection envelopes are available for 
pick-up.  The envelopes are in numerical order.  Please 
refer to the list for your envelope numbers.  ONLY 
TAKE YOUR ENVELOPES, AND PLEASE DO NOT 
BEGIN TO USE THEM UNTIL 1/1/2018. 

THE 2018 Church calendars, compliments of 
Westbrock Funeral Home, will also be available this week-
end.  We have limited quantities, so take only what you 
need.  Thank You. 

2017 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 
If you would like your 2017 income tax 
statement of your contributions, please fill out 
the following and drop it in the collection. 
We can also email your statement to you.   

NAME:_______________________________
_____________________________________ 
ADDRESS:___________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
EMAIL:____________________________ 

 

OTHER AREA NEWS 
 

ST. ALBERT THE GREAT FISH FRY 
Athletic Association's Annual Fish Fry Fri., Jan. 19th, 

7pm–Midnight  
Carry out available 5 - 6:30pm 

Pre-pay$15 per ticket; At the door $20.00 
Big Cash Raffle, Silent Auction 

Casino games, cards, & 50/50 split the pot raffle 
Questions? Contact Janelle Brand  

jbrand@stag-school.org 
 

 
CHRISTMAS CRÈCHE EXHIBITION 
This is the FINAL weekend to visit The Uni-

versity of Dayton to see a "behind-the-(Nativity) 
scenes" approach to At the Manger, its annual exhibi-
tion of Christmas crèches.  The exhibit closes on Jan. 
5. 

The exhibit takes place in the Marian Library's 
crèche workshop on the fourth floor of Fitz Hall, 
(1529 Brown St.) where visitors can learn how volun-
teers plan and construct display settings and clean, re-
pair, pack and store Nativity sets. Crèches also will be 
on exhibit in two other locations — the Marian Library 
on campus and at Bergamo/Mount St. John in Beaver-
creek.   



Feast of the Holy Family 

 
Happy New Year! As we continue to celebrate the birth 

of Jesus, we turn our attention today to his mother Mary, 
but we continue to focus on Jesus as well. We give various 
titles to Jesus such as Savior, Christ, Messiah, Lord, Son of 
Man, and each of these titles expresses an aspect of our un-
derstanding of Jesus. In the same way we give many titles 
to Our Lady – there is a long list of them in the Litany of 
Our Lady of Loreto – and the title we celebrate today, 
“Mother of God,” and the title “Blessed Virgin,” are the 
two oldest titles given to Our Lady. In one sense, the title 
Mother of God says more about Jesus than it does about 
Our Lady. That is why I said we continue to focus on Jesus 
today also. What does the title Mother of God say about 
Jesus? It means that the humanity and divinity of Jesus are 
united in Jesus. There is not a separate human Jesus and a 
separate divine Jesus, there is one Jesus with a human na-
ture and a divine nature, true God and true man, and be-
cause there is one Jesus we say Mary is Mother of God. 
There was a misunderstanding about this very issue in the 
fifth century that led to hundreds of bishops meeting in 431 
AD during the Council of Ephesus which clarified that it is 
indeed correct and proper to give the title Mother of God to 
Our Lady because there is one Jesus with a human nature 
and a divine nature. Even before that clarification, the title 
Mother of God had been used by the faithful when describ-
ing Our Lady. Following the clarification by the Council of 
Ephesus that it is right and proper to title Our Lady as 
Mother of God, many churches were dedicated to Our La-
dy, and in 432 AD, the year after the Council of Ephesus, 
the construction of the Basilica of St. Mary Major in Rome 
was begun which is first in importance in the world as a 
Marian shrine for pilgrims. 

Mother of God! Some would like to know if there is an-
ything in Sacred Scripture, in the Bible, to support the title 
Mother of God and the clarification by the bishops in the 
Council of Ephesus. Yes, just as for so many of our Catho-
lic beliefs, there are statements in Scripture that give us the 
background. We could begin with the second reading today, 
an excerpt of Paul’s letter to the Galatians, one of his earli-
est letters, written only about two decades after Jesus and 
even before the Gospels were written. In today’s excerpt we 
heard, “God sent his Son, born of a woman.” (Gal 4:4) God 

the Father sent his Son Jesus into the world and Jesus was 
born of a woman. This statement from St. Paul supports the 
title Mother of God, “God sent his Son, born of a woman.” 
Another helpful statement in Scripture supporting the title 
Mother of God is in Luke’s Gospel when Mary visits Eliza-
beth and Elizabeth cries out, “How does it happen that the 
Mother of my Lord should come to me?” (Luke 1:43) Eliz-
abeth proclaims Mary to be the “Mother of my Lord.” This 
is indeed very close to Mother of God. She became Mother 
of God because God had specially prepared her to be the 
perfect dwelling place for Jesus to grow for the nine months 
before he was born. We call this special preparation of Our 
Lady to be the perfect mother of Jesus her Immaculate 
Conception which we celebrated on December 8th. She is 
indeed “our tainted nature’s solitary boast” as the poet 
Wordsworth wrote. We thank Our Lady for becoming the 
Mother of God we are very happy to venerate Our Lady 
especially today as Mother of God because we know of her 
love for us as she comes again and again to help us in plac-
es such as Lourdes and Fatima, and we love her in return. 
Of course, a very good way to show our love for Our Lady 
in return is to pray the Rosary which would be a beautiful 
gift to give to Our Lady every day. 

But what connection does the first reading have with to-
day? (Num 6:24-27) It gives us the words of the blessings 
priests used in the temple in Jerusalem as they blessed peo-
ple at the conclusion of liturgies:  

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord let his face 
shine upon you, and be gracious to you. The Lord look up-

on you kindly and give you peace (Num 6:24-26) 
There are three parts to the blessing, each part longer 

than the previous, reminding us of our blessing in the name 
of the Trinity. The Church chose this reading for us today 
with this blessing because as we begin this New Year we 
ask God’s blessing on the New Year, and the words of 
blessing which priests invoked upon their people in the 
temple echo our prayers to God today that God bless our 
New Year. Every Mass concludes with the blessing of a 
priest and if anyone leaves Mass early, that person misses 
out on the blessing of the priest which is the blessing of 
Jesus. 

As we begin this New Year, we venerate Mary the 
Mother of God, who was specially prepared by God to be 
the perfect sinless mother for Jesus while he grew in her 
womb for the nine months before he was born, “our tainted 
nature’s solitary boast.” It is indeed correct to call her 
Mother of God because there is one Jesus with a human 
nature and a divine nature. We ask God to bless our year 
ahead in the words which God himself asked priests to use 
in the temple: 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord let his face 
shine upon you, and be gracious to you. The Lord look up-

on you kindly and give you peace   by Fr. Tommy Lane 
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Store Fronts/Doors • Residential Windows 

Window & Door Parts
SAME DAY SERVICE OF INSULATED GLASS

937-228-3811
326 Troy St.

Dayton

www.bestglassdayton.com

KETTERING IMAGING CENTER
LINCOLN PARK
Serving the Dayton, Kettering &
surrounding areas for 20+ years. 
Our patients never call & get 
recorded messages during office 
hours. Staffed by National & 
Board certified Technologists & 
Radiologists.

Lincoln Park:
540 Lincoln Park,
Ste. 100
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30
937-299-0900

Services Offered:
• CT
• X-ray
• Fluoroscopy
• DEXA
• Ultrasound
• Vascular &
    Cardiac Screening

Professional Website Design & Maintenance
Electronic Engineering Consulting

8573 N. Dixie Dr., Dayton, OH 45414
937-387-6769 www.cmdtechnologies.com

“Be A Guest At Your Own Party”
Serving the Dayton Area

for Over 30 Years
937-253-2197

www.belmontcatering.com

Attorney Diane Kappeler DePascale
OBSA bd certified Specialist in Family Law
120 W. 2nd St., Ste. 1406, Dayton
Settlement Negotiations, Trial &/or Appeal

937-223-0966       www.DePascaleLaw.com

Family Owned Since 1908

937-223-1213
www.furstflorist.com

836 Waterveliet Ave.  258-1222

A Belmont Tradition
Since 1948

Parishioner

Heidelberg Distributing
Distributor of Fine Wine,
Premium Beer & Spirits

3601 Dryden Rd., Moraine, OH 45439
www.heidelbergdistributing.com

HOUSER
ASPHALT 

AND CONCRETE

223-9207

Celebrating 75 Years In Dayton

24 Hour Towing   Maintenance   Detail
...And MUCH More!

1120 Wayne Avenue
Dayton, Ohio  45410

CarlsBodyShop.com
Follow

Us!

937-253-5166

St. Mary’s
Holy Name Society

Meetings - 2nd Wed.
of Each Month

Fellowship of Work, Mondays at 7pm

Elsa’s Restaurants
Centerville • Dayton • Kettering

Open 7 Days • Lunch & Dinner
This Ad Is In Memory Of & In Gratitude To My Parents, 

Francis & Frances Hemmert
Owned & Operated By William Hemmert Family

5980 Bigger Rd., Kettering
1712 Wayne Ave., Dayton

253-6161
Our Funeral Home is proud to be

family owned & operated. 

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=20400317
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=20400117
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=20400313

